lomatic romance. In the spring of 1899 I received a :er from Secretary Hay enclosing a communication m William E. Curtis, Washington correspondent of the hicago Record," and one of the best-known syndicate ters of the time, who was well informed regarding what 5 going on in both official and unofficial circles at Wash-ton. Curtis reported a conversation with an important cial of the Turkish legation wherein he learned that :e the Turko-Greek War the Sultan had regained au-rity and respect among Mussulmans throughout the rid, and his advisers thought the time propitious for i, as the religious head of Islam, to make known his hority to the Mohammedans of the Philippines, Java, I neighboring islands. The official had gone on to say t our victories over Spain had surprised the Sultan rond description, and he was anxious to cultivate the ndship of a government whose navy could sink the my's fleet and go round the world without the loss of lan.
Curtis thought that, in view of our present minister's uence and our good relations with the Turkish Govera-at, the Sultan under the circumstances might be pre-led upon to instruct the Mohammedans of the Phil-ines, who had always resisted Spain, to come willingly ler our control. Secretary Hay said he would give me advice or instructions, but would leave to my judg-it what, if any, action I might deem it wise to take; t if I could succeed in getting the Sultan of Turkey to d a message to the Sultan of the Sulu Islands which ild result in peaceful and harmonious relations between Sulu Sultan and our officers, it would of course be a it accomplishment. The subject interested me greatly, iw the possibility of rendering an effective service, , I was fascinated by the romance of the suggestion.ltan had recognized or promised to pay.efore,ent in settling matters Turkey.ibilities full of care and entangling obligations.
